[CT and MR imaging of desmoid tumors--comparison of two modalities].
As desmoid tumors invade locally and postoperative recurrence is common, accurate diagnosis of the extent of the tumor is needed prior to surgery. CT and/or MRI evaluation of tumor extension was retrospectively studied in eight patients with desmoid tumors, and the results were correlated with the histopathological findings. All tumors were completely resected even in patients who were evaluated by CT alone. However, the delineation of tumor and local invasion were not clearly demonstrated by CT. On the other hand, the delineation of tumor and local invasion were well visualized on MRI. The MRI picture of desmoid tumors was mainly composed of two different areas of signal intensity. The area of hypointensity in both T 1- and T 2-weighted images was found to have abundant collagen fibers, while the area of isointensity or slight hyperintensity in T 1-weighted images and hyperintensity in T 2-weighted images was found to have fibroblasts. In conclusion, MRI is better suited to the evaluation of patients with desmoid tumors than CT.